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BELLINGHAM, Acoust 25, 1823. 


To the Editor of © Zion’s Herald.” 


Sir,—I observe by a piece in the MAGAzInE for 
Kirst 16, that a writer in your paper, has given the 
public what he calls iny confeseion of faith: You are 
yequested as a_geutleman and christian to copy this 
communication into Z1oNn’s HeRAtp,that those, who 
read the piece in yours, ( (for July 23,) called my con- 
fession of faith, may likewise have an opportunity of 
‘yeading this ; and judging for themselves of the candor 
of unat writer. 

Must not a man, who can seriously tell the public, 
are a man’s articles, or confes- 
it seems he 


= 


that 6 or 7 negatives 
sion of faith, be a wise-acre, a nigy indeed. 


asserts that because I do not believe in supernatural | 


conversions, | must believe in natural conversions ;— 
wickeduess to another. I can assure him that I bave 
po opinion of conversions that make people worse ; but 
I believe there are such, and that those are converted 
in that way, who can wilfully misrepresent, and judge, 
and speak evil against their brethren falsely. Because 
I do not believe in supernatural conversions, I must be- 
lieve natural conversions,and those would be from one 
degree of wickedness to another. A contemptible wit- 
The meanest capacity would be ashamed, not 
Supposing | 


ticism. 
to detect such,a barefaced sophism. 
-hould say, because he does not believe in natural con- 
versions, he must believe in unnatural conversions, and 
those would be from one degree of wickedness to anoth- 
er; and unnatural converts would be like those per- 
sons described by St. Paul in the Ist chapter of Ro- 
mans, especially the 26th, 27th and Jist verses. ‘‘For 
even their women did change the nalural use into 
that which is against nature; and likewise also the men, 
leaving the nafural use of the women, &c. Who were, 
“ Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without 
natural affection (mind, wifhcut natural affection) im- 
placable, unmerciful,” &c..I1 take it that a state of 
nature is a state of innocence, and that it is only by 
departing from our original state in which we are cre- 
ated, that we lose the moral image of our Maker.— 
Mat. And he said, verily I say unto you, 
except ye be converted and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Was 
Adam in a state of innocence before he sinned, or not? 
Are little children in a natural, or supernatural state : 
I think it will not be denied that God is the Author of 
nature,—and consequently, what is in a state of nature 
is “very good.” James v. 19, 20, *¢ Brethren, if any 
of you do err from the truth, and one convert him. Let 
him know, that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way, shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.” Did James believe 
that supernatural operations were in the hands of his 
brethren? If not, how did he expect they were to 
convert sinners? Supernatiral operations are above 
the power of nature, and nothing is above nature but 
the Author of nature. Does the Lord place supernates 
ural operations in the hands of such menas C. H. P. 

Xe.? (Preachers expelled from the church to 2B: 
they belonged for gross wickedness.) .) allof which were 


Zvi. 5, ** 





ed phenomena in religious excitements. The Rev. J. 

A. a powerful reformation preacher, (so called) once 
told me,that he liked to preach in Maiue, because the 
people were so ignorant; for, a he, it is a great 
place for reformations!! Here y ve the TRUTH— | 
ignorance is the mother of mystetiogs devotion and su- 
pernatural conversions, and what is m, but the grossest 
dregs of Catholicism ? Trye, 1 do not believe there 
are any supernatural conversions in these days, fox this 
plain reason,—the means by which men are couverted, 
are in the hands of other men; and there are no con- 
versions to christianity where it is not preached. I have 
been in numerous religious excitements, from heyond 
the banks of the Ohio to the state of Maine; and al- 
though | am but a young man, and make no great pre- 







tensions to philosophy ; I have never seen any religious | ** 


exercises at camp-meetings, or any other meetings of 
any sect of christians whatever, that I could not ac- 


| count for (without the aid of mysteries) as casily as I 
and consequently in conversions from one degree of | 


can account for the most obvious operations of nature, 


_ performed by second causes, 


I trust, Sir, that you have too much good sense, to 
think that any number of negatives amount to aconfes- 
sion of faith; but I am not so clear that this is the 


NO. 42. 





‘law? of works ? ? Nay, but by the law of faith,” or law 
of liberty. Acts iii. 20,21, “* And he shall send Jesus, 
which before was preached unto you: whom the heav- 
ens must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began.” Ip believing 
in the final reconciliation and restitution of all things 
to God, do I believe any thing, but what God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets and apos- 
tles since the world began? We are assured that God 
will not always afflict; yea, that he. will bring again 
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the cap- 
tivity of Samaria and her daughters, and the captivity 
of the captives “* of the wicked Israel in the midst of 
them.” Ezek. xvi. 53.—Likewise xvi. 60, 61, 62, 63, 
Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee 
in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee 
an everlasting covenant. Then thou shalt remember 
thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive. 
thy sisters, thine elder, and thine younger, (Sodom and 
Samaria,) and I will give them unto thee for daugh- 
ters, but not by thy covenant. And J will establish 
my covenant with thee, and thou shalt know that 
fam the Lord: That thou mayest remember and be 


case with the writer of the 24th of July, nor with all! confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, be- 


your readers. 
this communication that I do believe ; and for a more 
full explanation of my confession of faith, they are 


referred to my letter published in the Magazine for| Israel? Yes, we are assured he will, 


92 


August 23, and finally to the Binte. I stated to Mr. 


I shall therefore state some things in| 





Ballou, that I believed in one God and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that because he lived, we should live also; 
by which I suppose he understgod that I believed, in 
the truth of the scriptures, and that they taught the 


cause of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee, 
for all that thou hast done, saith-the Lord God.” Wili 
God bring again the captivity of Sodom, Samaria and 
Rom. xi. 12, 
25, 26, 27,15. ‘“* Now if the fall of them (the Jews} 
be ‘the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 


, the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their full- 
| ness ? For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ig- 
‘norant of this .mystery, lest ye should be wise in your 


existence of one. God, and that he has given us suffi | own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to Is- 
cient evidence, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from | 'rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And 


the dead, of the final happiness and immortality of all , so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, there shall! 





remarkable for getting up religio us exe ite ments, eye: 
at the time they were living in sin. 


is blasphemous ! 


The very though 


{ 

l 

|! 

I think it requires but a very little | 

kuo Wledge of philosophy to account for all the suppor! 





mankind. 


and the world, thatI do believe that God has giv-| ungodliness from Jacob : 


en us a revelation of his will, and that this revelation 
is contained in the Bisue. 


Am I then a Deist? I, 
know that Deism is a belief in one God; and if it be, 


I now state to your readers, and writers, come out of Ziou the Deliverer, and shall turn away 


For this is my covenant unto 
‘them, when! shall take away their sins. For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 


essential to Christianity, to believe in more than one, ! dead?” 


then I am not a Christian; but I think I believe more! 


than the Deist ; for I believe the scriptures to be a re-, 
velation from Heaven, and if I understand them I think 
Ag a christian. I believe with Solomon: Pror. 

“ Behold the righteous shall be recompensed in the | 
wi : much more the wicked and the sinner.”» I am 
not so vain as to think that I can merit eternal life by | 
any act of mine ; or, that I can escape the “* wages of 
sin?”—which “‘is death.”*> Rom. iii. 23, **For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Fzek. | 
xviii. 23, ** The soul that sinneth it shall die.” End-| 
less death is what I do not read cf in the Bible; but I 
read that *‘ all have sinned,” and * that the soul that | 
sinneth it shall die.” J believe that all receive the | 
wages of sin which “is death,” but not cternal death, 
otherwise the gift of God could not be “ eternal life | 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and the sinner re- | 
ceive his wages, ‘* God will by no means clear the 
guilty”"—the sioner must receive his wages, which is| 


death. Our first parents died this death the moment 
they "rs as have all their posterily since. Womans! 
vi. 23, “ For the wagesof sin is death: but the gift of | 


prod, is eternal life through Jesus Christ our lord. men 
ternal life is the gift of God: No man can claim it as | 
it is a free, unmerited gift. Rom. iii. 27, 
It is excluded, Hy what 


wages; 


$6 " here is boasting then ’ 


| their preachers will comme fap: 


i ‘ply. 


‘most places, 
‘sectarian pames, aud are 


I should not have written this communication, if 1 
had not been laid under a sort of necessity by the un- 
generous misrepresentations of the writer of July 24. 
‘I wish to live in peace with all men. I will not pledge 
myself, to arswer any anonymous writer ; but if the 
‘columns of Zion’s Herald are open for the free and im- 
partial discussion of religious subjects, and my breth- 
ren (the Methodists) t! 
urd ‘ind give their names, 
| they may hear from me again as soon and as often as 
they please. If 1 am wrong i ardently desire to be 
right, and I shall esteem him as my best friend, who 
shall dispassionately and ingenuonsly point out wherein 
he thinks me wrong, and give tue au opportunity to re- 
I hope to be guided ‘throug h life by Cawpor and 
ELIPGALEY CASE, Jr, 
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And why beholdest thou the mole thut is m lg 
brother's 
thine oun eye 2°—C ARIST. 

Messrs. Editors.—'The Freewill Baptists, who are im 
identified with those who disclaim wll 
at present distinguished hy 


eye, but considerest not the bewa: ‘hai ts ww 















the simple appellation of Christian, have for many] 


years been famous for complaining of the harghy, illib- 
cral treatment they have received at the hands of 
those from whom they differed in sentiment. 

We had at deast indulged the charitable and pleas- 
ing hope, that they would not so soon adopt the prac- 
tice themselves, which they have with so much pro- 
priety condemned in others. And we still hope that 
this ungenerous and unchristian practice is not gener- 
ally approbated by the brethren of that order. In or- 
der to give them an opportunity to display the liber- 
ality of their feelings, and call one of their number to 
an account, who has thus offended against the rules of 
christian charity, we beg leave to lay before them the 
following facts, (as we consider them, having received 
the information from very respectable authority) that 
they may correct the evil, and contribute to the emen- 
dation of the transgressor. The intelligence, as it 
came to usin a direct course, was in substance as 
follows :— 
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DNIVERSAILJ 


T. That passage of scripture has no reference to 
the death of the body—it is moral death which all die 
in Adam. 

B. Well, Sir, then it is moral life which all receive 
in Christ, is it not ? 
T. Yes, truly. 
B. Well then if all who die a moral death in 





vation is true, is it not Sir? 

T. I think not Sir—That is a most dangerous, li- 
centious doctrine—J protest against it. 

B. But, my dear Sir, you have clearly assented to 


dangerous and licentious. 

T. Ihave not assented to its truth. |, 

B. Why, Sir, you have assented to the proposition 
that all who die, morally, will be made morally alive. 
Now Sir, is not moral death the state of the sinner / 

T. It is. 

B. Well then what is moral life but the state of 





A Mr. Thatcher, living in Attleborough, Mass. near) the saint, or the sinner delivered from sin ? 


what is called Dodge’s Factory, recently left home, | 
leaving his family, and a young lady of respectable 
character at his house. Previous to his departure, he 
gave orders to his wife, that in case the young lady | 
went to hear a Universalist during his absence, she | 
should not allow her to continue in the house. Sun-| 
day, the 4th instant, the Rev. Mr. Killam, preached | 
at the school-house, near the factory, and the young | 
lady attended the service. On her return, Mrs. Thatch- 
ex, in prompt obedience to the commands of her hus- | 
band, informed the young lady that she could not be 
permitted to stay longerin the house. Thus the young 
lady was obliged, and on the Sabbath too, to seek a 
ER ae a a aR a etal 
We leave fhis transaction without comment ; for we 
feel impressed with the belief that our Freewill Breth- 
ren will adopt such a course in relation to this affair, 
as will evince to the public, either their approbation, 
ot disapprobation of such conduct. REFLECTOR. 
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Cenversation between the subscriber, B. and the Rev. 
—— 7',,a popular and esteemed preacher. 


B. (Being in the study of Mr. T.) I think, Sir, 
you have the most extensive library I have ever seen 
in the study of a clergyman. 

T. Ldonot recollect having seen so many books, 
myself, in any clergyman’s library. 

B. Through the aid of all these writers have you 
satisfied yourself respecting revealed truth ? 

7. I think I am established in my opinion respect- 
ing the truths of the gospel. 

B. Andsoam l established in that respect, Sir, 
vut I have become so by reading the Bible, and not 
try the aid of commentators. 

T. And what is your opinion Sir ? 

B. tis that ** God is the Saviour of all men.” 

7". Do you really think all men will be saved ? 

B.. Ido. 

Tv. lam sure there is no proof of it in the Bible. 

B. J think, Sir, that this is what ** God hath spok- 
en by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began.” 

7. We hath thus spoken “ of the restitution of all 
things’? be sure ; but pray what are they to be restor- 
ed to? 

B. leonceive, Sir, that they are to be restored to 
the image of God in which they were created. 

T. I believe they will if the conditions of salvation 
sre complied with ; but there are many people who 
die before they repent, and I see no way, according 
to the scriptures, that they can be saved. 


T. But the endless misery of the finally impenitent 
is so clearly pointed out in the scriptGres, that it is im- 
possible that universal] salvation can be true. 

B. Where is the endless misery of the finally im- 
penitent clearly pointed out ? 

T. Inthe description of the judgment at the last 
day. 4 

B. And where is that description ? 

T. Inthe 25th chapter of Matthew. 

B. Is the judgment at the last day spoken of in the 


' 25th of Matthew ? 


T. It is. 

B. What induces you to think so ? 
_ TZ. I think so because it says so. 

B. That isa mistake Sir—it does not say so. 

T. It certainly does. 

B. Ohno, you mistake Sir—there is no such thing 
said in the 25th of Matthew. 

T. There certainly is, and | will show it you.— 
(Takes the Bible and feads from 31st verse of the 25th 
of Matthew to the end.) 

B. Do youread any thing there, Sir, about the 


judgment at the last day ? 


T. True it does not read so, but then that is the 
meaning. 

B. You have no right, I think Sir, to say it means 
what it does not say—but this is not the matter in dis- 
pute. You said it read so, but you find it does not.— 
(Here B. explains the parable of the sheep and goats, 
which T. considered a description of the last judg- 
ment, and makes it appear that it is a representation 
of the separation of the unbelieving Jews from the be- 
lieving Gentiles ) 

T. If your explanation be just.there is no assur- 
ance that the righteous will be endlessly happy ; for 
their happiness, and the punishment of the wicked, 
are expressed by the same word, everlasting. 

B. 1! grant that the application of this word to the 
happiness of the righteous does not prove it endless ; 
but it is easily proved by other means. 

T. How so? 

B. “ Our life is hid with Christ in God, and be- 
cause he lives we shall live also.” ‘* This mortal shall 
put on immortality,’ and immortality is * life never 


ito end.” 


7. Dear Sir, if I thought as you do, I would in- 
dulge in all manner of sin and wickedness. 

B. Oh no you would not Sir—you would feel dif- 
ferent from what you imagine—I know it by experi- 
ence. TI once thought, and] once spake as you do; 
for when I was a child J thought as a child, and spake 
as a child. 

T. Dear Sir, now I beg of you to renounce your 
error. You have not half the respect shown you, nor 
do you obtain half the compensation for your labors 








B. Why, Sir, ** Asin Adam al! die even so in 
CHivist eval! all be made alire.' 


that you deserve,, Now only renounce that error, 
{that dangeraus error, and I wiil willingly assist you, 


Adam are made morally alive in Christ, universal sal- | 


7 
its truth, and I hope you will not say that the trath is, 











aS 


‘and probably can, to obtain a situation where you will 
be respected, and suitably rewarded. 

B. | trust in God that “ all the kingdoms of this 
' world and the glory of them” will never prevail to 
move me from my faith in the Saviour of all men— 
Farewell Sir. J. Beteee, 





| 
} 


j er ne wee 
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| HELL. 





|) As it is contended, by religious people in general, 
| that a firm belief in a place or a state, in the future 


| world, of the most excruciating torment, called HELL, 


‘is absolutely necessary, not only to constitute one a 
| christian, but to form an acceptable character for Pie- 
ity and sound morals, 1 am desirous of suggesting some 
‘queries respecting what will constitute this torment.— 
iIt is true, that a vague, superstitious notion of some 
horrible sufferings may create a momentary gloom in 
the mind; but in all cases where real moral principles 
are concerned, it seems clear, to me, that some defi- 
‘nite ideas should, in a distinct manner, occupy the un- 
| derstanding. Brutes may be frightened by strange ap» 
) pearances, and by such means we can drive them in a 
' violent, but not in an orderly manner from us, precip- 
\itately ; but by such means we never attempt to induce 
(them to come tous. This remark is designed to lead 
‘the mind to realize that our object to be accomplished 
should be distinctly understood, and then that the 
means by which our end is to be effected, should be 
compatible with such an object. 

All christian people agree that real christianity is 
love to our Creator, faith nm Christ, hope in eternal life, 
and good will toall men. Now there seems to exist 
an insurmountable difficulty in understanding how a 
belief, that our Father in heaven has ordained such 
dreadful sufferings, in the invisible world, for his ra- 
tional offspring, should induce us to love him, belitve 
Christ, hope in eternal life, and tolove mankind. But 
this difficulty is not the subject of our present queries. 
What we are now iv pursuit of is, what is it which 
constitutes this indiscribable suffering, which people 
call HELL? 

No doubt there are two answers to this question ; for 
some believe that HELL is a place of literal fire and 
brimstone, where the wicked will suffer, soul and body, 
by being burned in perpetual flames. Others think 
that the scripture language, where fire and brimstone 
are named, should be understood figuratively, and to 
signify the compunctions of an accusing conscience. 

Let us now inquire after the rationality of these 
answers. If HELL be literal fire and brimstone how 
can that torment unless it can consume? And if it 
consumes, its torment will soon come to an end! Here 
then we obtain no distinct ideas If we allow the other 
notion, then the question eccnrs, how can compunc- 
tions of conscience become so very intolerable? It is 
said that the wicked in HELL will hate God, will 
blaspheme his name, will hate all goodness, &c. &c. 
How then is it possible that conscience should so shock- 
ingly accuse and torment? This is certainly absurd! 
The accusations of conscience give no mental trouble 
without producing a detestation of wrong; and this 
can never exceed the regard which the heart feels to- 
wards the law of right, which has been violated. 

If some one, who can, will explain these matters, 
and point out this HELL so that we can have some 
distinct idea of its nature and its great utility, he will 
oblige H. B. 


} 
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| ads Published and for sale at this Office, a RE- 
eF view of a Pamphlet entitled—‘ The Doctrine of 
the immediate happiness of all men at the article of 
death examined, in a letter to a friend, by Charles 
Hudson.” By Thomas Whiitemore, pastor of the frst 
| Universalist Society, in Cambridge. 
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Remarks on 2 Peter it. 2. 
WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED IN THE MAGAZINE 
BY REQUEST. 


And many shall follow their pernicious ways ; by rea- 


son of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” 


{t is wel! known that the opposers of Universalism 
for along time have said, that the teachers of this doc- 
trine are those false teachers of whose coming the sa- 
cred writers prophecied, and against whom they faith- 
fully warned their christian brethren. And some peo- 
ple are 80 confident this is true, that they think they 
do God service to revile the preachers of Universalism, 
notwithstanding such conduct is expressly forbidden in 
the precepts of our Lord. In defending ourselves 
against this reproach, we perform a duty to our feel- 
ings and our cause. 

It will be readily perceived, that our text has refer- 
ence to something previously spoken. ‘* And many 
ehall follow their pernicious ways.’? Whose perni- 
cious ways? By areference to the preceding verse, 
we find Peter speaking of ‘* false teachers.” Our text 
without impropriety may be read, ‘* and many shall 
follow the pernicious ways of false teachers ; by reason 
of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” 

There are two things by which false teachers may be 
known. . 

1. They preach false doctrine ; And, 

2. They preach themselves. Our Saviour says, 
& He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory ; 
but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is 
true, and no unrighteousness is inhim.’’ This teaches 
us that he who speaketh of himself zs not true. This 
is an infallible mark of a false teacher ; for false teach- 
ers always preach themselves. Paul and the rest of 
the apostles were true teachers; and Paul said, “* we 
preach not ourselves ; but Christ Jesus the Lord.” 

We shall now institute an inquiry to ascertain wheth- 
er Universalists are preachers of false doctrine. But 
we must state what they do not preach. They do not 
preach that sinners will be saved in their sins ; nor that 
they will be happy without holiness and repentance.- 
They believe if men are endlessly sinful, they will be 
endlessly miserable ; but as they think God has pro- 
mised to make all men holy, so they preach that he 
will make them happy. Holiness and happiness are 
inseparably connected. Our opposers say we believe 
in the salvation of the finally impenitent. This is 
wrong. If aman be finally impenitent, he must be fi- 
nally miserable. But the Bible says nothing aboat fi- 
nal impenitence, and from this we infer that a!l men 
will repent and be happy. We might be more parti- 
cular in stating what we do not believe ; but let this 
sufice: We do not believe men will be happy until 
they are holy. 

1. We believe and preach that God is the father of 
all men, of all sinners. Is this false doctrine? Let us 
inquire of the apostle. Paul, do you believe it? Hear 
his answer, “In him (God) we live, and move, and 
have our being ; as certain also ef your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring.’ Acts xvii. 28.— 
Pauldeclared this to unconverted sinners, to the Athen- 
lan idolaters ; and it proves he believed that God was 
the Father of sinners. Our Saviour tells us when we 
Rray, to say, ** OuR FATHER.” Is this false doctrine ? 
Were Paul and Jesus false teachers? 

2. We believe and preach that God loves sinners.— 
. this false doctrine? Let us inquire of the inspired 
“ohn. Does God love sinners 2 He answers, * Here-| 
‘N48 love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us.” 
F ber iv. 10. If we inquire of Paul, he answers, 

od commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
ws were yet sinners Christ died for us.—God, who is 
hich jn mer 


y, for his great love wherewith he loved 
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us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
pus together with Christ.” Rom, v. 8. Eph. ii. 4, 5.— 
If we inquire of the blessed Saviour, the immaculate 
Son of God, he answers, ** God loved the world.” John 
iii. 16. Were these false teachers ? 

3. We believe and preach that God will save all 
sinners. Is this false doctrine? If we inquire of Paul, 
he answers, ‘¢ asin Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” 1 Cor..xv. 22. He testifies 
of a gathering together of all things in Christ. Eph. i. 
10, He says, “every knee shall bow, and tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God.” 
Phil. ii. 10,11. He also says, “that it pleased the 
Father, by Christ, to reconcile all things unto himself, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 
Col. i, 19, 20. David says, that all the nations which 
God has made shall come and worship before him, and 
that all the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord.” Psalms Ixxxvi. 9. xxii. 27. Isaiah 
says, that tears shall be wiped from off all faces, and 
that God hath sworn that unto himself, every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” Isaiah xxv. 8. 
xly. 23. We can spare’ neither more time nor room to 
make further quotations of proof from the scriptures at 
this time. We are satisfied beyond a doubt that neith- 
er of the three propositions we have laid down is false 
doctrine, and we wonder at the temerity or careless- 
ness of our opponents in asserting that either of them 
is. Now is it not evident, if those are false teachers 
who preach this doctrine, that David, and Isaiah, and 
Jesus and the apostles were all false teachers? The 
opposer will say that we do not notice the threatenings 
of the scriptures. I answer, the threatenings may all 
have theér fullest extent ; every sinner may be reward- 
ed according to his works, and yet the promise of God 
may be true, and all men be made holy and happy. 

We have before intimated that a false teacher 
preaches himself, and this we have proved by the 
words of our Saviour. A man preaches himself when 
he says that he loves the world more than he will al- 
low that Christ does, and when he says he is more 
anxious for its salvation than he will allow the Saviour 
to be. Every one knows that Universalists are not 
guilty of this. Their opposers bring it as an accusa- 
tion against them that they preach and rely too much 
upon the love of Christ. They think we set justice a- 
side. The foregoing arguments will shew, that we 
cannot be justly called false teachers, nor the doctrine 
we preach false doctrine. 

There are several traits in the character of false 
teachers which we must briefly notice at this time. 

1. They bring in damnable heresies. A doctrine 
may be damnable in two ways. Because it is a con- 
tinual torment to those who believe it, and because it 
is deserving of disapprobation. ‘l'hat doctrine which 
presents us with a wrathful, revengefui God is a tor- 
ment to him who believes it, and as it biasphemes the 
name of the true God, it deserves our disapproba- 
tion. 

2. They do it privately, with art, cunning and craft. 
They profess to be sent of God. They make the peo- 
ple think they love their souls, and are anxious to save 
them. ‘They tell them that the doctrine they preach 
is the doctrine of God. Thus they privately bring.in 
their damnable heresies. 

3. They make merchandise of mankind. ‘They traf- 
fic in souls. We hear them continually begging mon- 
ey to buy the souls of the heathen. When they would 
exert themselves to obtain the poor man’s bread, the 
child’s play thing, to persuade people to dispense with 
the use of sugar, tea, shoes, and neckcloths, they te!! 
them that these littlé articles, by the blessing of God, 
may be the means of saving as many immortal! souls. 
Missionaries have made their calculations, and come 
to a determination how much it will cost to save the 
soul of each heathen; and although they mayat times 
disagree as to the exact sum, they all agree that the 
souls of the heathen may be saved by the help of moncy. 
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It has recently been stated by a certain orthodox gen- 
tleman that by the means of twenty six dollars, ‘* one 
more perishing Hindoo or Owhyhean may be made 
savingly acquainted with the Saviour of the world.” 
This is making merchandise of men. 

4. They do it with feigned words. They affect a 
motive which is not their real one. They say they la- 
bor to save the heathen from the eternal wrath of God, 
from hell forever. They rather appear to be govern- 
ed by a spirit of proselytism. They may feel anxious 
to disseminate those priuciples abroad which are un- 
popular at home. 

5. They speak evil of the things they understand 
not. This is a striking trait in the character of false 
teachers. They are continually warning others to be- 
ware of Universalism. They declare it to be a doc- 
trine which sets aside the justice of God, takes away’ 
from men a proper reverence of God’s character, and 
that tends to licentiousness in almost every other 
war. They conjure people by a love of their soul's 
eternal happiness not to have any thing to do with this 
doctrine, not even to examine it; through fear they 
should believe it. Ask them if they know this doc- 
trine, if they have examined it, if they have heurd it 
preached, they will answer, no; and seem to speak of | 
their ignorance of it asa virtue. They declare that 
they never heard it preached, and that they never 
mean to. When speaking evil of it, according to: 
their own confession, they speak evil of the things they 
understand not. 

6. Their ways are pernicious. How manifestly true 
is this. Have they not to effect their purposes set 
husbands and wives at variance? Have they not em- 
braced opportunities when the husband was away 
from home, if he were opposed to their conduct, to in- 
still into the mind of his wife the idea that he had no 
regard for religion, or for her soul’s eternal welfare ?— 
They tell her to persevere ; she must expect to meet 
with persecution; by which they mean she must con- 
tinue her course of conduct notwithstanding her hus- 
band’s opposition to it, and consider this opposition as 
persecution. No pencil can paint, nor tongue de- 
scribe the injury which has been done in this way.— 
And this is not all. ‘The perniciousness of their ways 
is manifested in other parts of their conduct. They 
fill the minds of little children, whom they discipline 
as they please at Sunday schools, with the most inju- 
rious views of the divine character. They have ad- 
vantage of the tenderness and susceptibility of youth,, 
and they bend the twig as they would have the tree 
incline.. If their parents have not professed a change 
of nature and joined the church, they are taught to 
look upon them as beings who are totally depraved. — 
But the mind revolts at the contemplation of this sub-- 
ject.. Enough has been said.to shew the pernicious- 
ness of the ways of false teachers. 

‘* By reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of.’ The many who follow their ways niust 
consequently speak evil of the way of truth. 
resentation is handed down from one to the other.— 
We sometimes hear. people speaking evil of a doctrine, 
and boasting that their ancestors entertained like views 
of it, and spake of it inthe same manner. Such things 
should warn us of the deceptive power of tradition 
should teach us to be on our guard lest to be deceived, 
and induce us to.‘ prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good.” Ricaarps. 


Misrep- 





MARRTED, 

In this city, on Sunday-morning last, by Rev. Hosea 
Ballou,.John A. Farrar, printer, to Mrs. Sarah Page, 

Mr. Oliver W. Uird to Miss Eliza, daughter. of Jabez 
Hatch, Esq. 

' DIED, 

At Sea, on his passage from New OrleanstoN. York, 
Capt. Charles Clark, (about 30) formerly of Nantucket... 

in Charlestown, Martha, youngest davghtor of Mf 


Jonn Johneon. 
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Gospel Victory. 


flow long the christian world has served { 


Beneath dark error’s reign! 
While each religious hope was bound, 
By superstition’s chain. 
No gospel ray to clear the gloom 
Of Folly’s fictious night ; 
Or to unfold the mysteries, , 
Conceal’d from reason’s light. 


But now religious liberty 

‘Has vanquish’d every foe ; 

And each unfetter’d heart may seek, 
*« Whether these things are so.” 


Behold the sun of righteousness ! 
How radiant are his hues! 
Blind wibelief, and gloomy fear, 
Visperse like morning dews. 
jefore the rising sun of truth, 
Dark error flees away ; 
And superstition’s night retires, 


Before the gospel day. M. 
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Questions and Answers, 


to be committed to memory by the believers in endless 
torment, 


Quest. Who erected the holy Inquisition, and sa- 
crificed on its altar hoary age, and innocent youth, the 
virtuous man and innocent female ? 

Ins. The pious believers in endless torture. 

Quest. Who traversed a considerable part of Africa 
and Asia, and even some parts of Europe, spreading 
death and desolation in their way, in order to propa- 
gate their religion ? 

Ans. The Mahometan believers in endless misery. 

Quest. Who destroyed the lives of millions and mil- 
lions of the innocent natives of the West-India Islands, 
and South America; and tore from their homes, 
tender connatural friends, millions and millions 
more of the unoffending sons and daughters of un- 
fortunate Africa, and doomed them to wear the chains 
of an ignominious slavery for life ? 


Ans. The Christian believers in a death that never 
dies!!! 
Quest. Who beheaded the unfortunate Charles, 


king of England; and Mary, queen of Scots. 
Alns. 
hell. 
Quest. Who murdered the unfortunate French mon- 
arch, Louis xvi. ? 
Ans. The believers in no religion. 


oo fs 
Quest. Which is the worst no religion or the doc- | 


trine of endless torture ? 

ins. The doctrine of endless torture. 

Quest. Who have laid cities in ashes, and countries 
in waste, and dyed the ocean with blood, and covered 
the mountains and vailies of the four quarters of the 


globe with human gore, filling the earth with vio- 
lence? 


Ans. The believers in unlimited torture. 


Quest. Who now say that the doctrine, which teach- 
es the final *“ restoration,” and “ reconciliation of 


all things to God,” is the doctrine of the devil > and | 


that those who preach it, are the devil's agents, and 
** speak” all manner of evil against them “ falsely ?” 
a. P T.. . , 
%, dns. Mhe s.odern Christian, pious, charitable be- 
‘ievers ta endless torment, who compas sea and land 
ig make proselrtes, ze. C 
--, . 





The pious protestant believers in an endless | 
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EXTRACT. 

“When I was in Italy,” says a modern traveller, 
“‘ q priest was preaching about a poor sinner who had 
departed this life. His soul appeared before God, and 
was required to give an account of all his actions.— 
The evil and the good were afterwards thrown into 
opposite scales, in order to see which preponderated. 
That containing the good proved much the lightest, 
and instantly flew up to the beam. His poor soul was 
condemned to the infernal regions, conducted by an- 
gels to the bottomless pit, delivered over to devils, and 
thrown into flames. ¢ Already,’ said the preacher, 
‘had the devouring element covered his feet and legs, 
and proceeded upwardseven unto his bowe'!s ; in his 
vitals, oh ! brethren; he felt them. He sunk, and on- 
ly his head appeared above the waves of fire, when he 
cried out to God, and afterwards to his patron saints. 
‘Oh! patron !’ said he, ‘look down upon me; ob! 
take compassion upon me, and throw into the scale of 
my good deeds, all the lime and stone which I gave to 
repair the convent of . His saint instantly took 
the hint ; gathered together all the lime and stone, 
threw them into the scale of good, which immediately 
preponderated ; the scale of evil immediately sprung 
up to the beam, and the sinner’s soul into paradise at 
the same moment. Now you see by this, brethren, 
how useful it is to keep the convents in repair ; for 
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sinner, his poor soul would even now, children, 
be consuming in hell fire ; and yet you are so blind as 
to let the convent and the church, built by your fore- 
fathers, fall to ruin.’ “ At this time,” continues the 
author, ** these people wanted to get a new convent 
built, and had recourse to this expedient to procure 
money, which, after this, poured in upon them from 
all quarters.”” 


REMARKS. 


Now, reader, we know you will laugh at this story, 
and call it a wicked and foolish invention of one man 
to deceive others ; and yet you know that had any of the 
hearers of this discourse dared to ask the priest where 
he obtained these particulars, he would instantly have 
been called a ** Heretic,” ** Infidel,’ &c. and perhaps 
he would have been burned for denying religion !— 
Such is the force of superstition, that its effects upon 
the human mind are scarcely to be equalled by any 
other power. How striking is the similarity betweeu 
this preacher’s harangue, and those which we fre- 
quently hear among ourselves, from the advocates of 
missions. ‘These preachers tell us that people, perhaps 
in India, or in our western woods, are “sinking imto 
hell (we quote theirown words) every hour, because 
they have no preaching ; and the moment you ask the 
speaker for his proof, or how he knows his story is true, 
he raises the cry “ Infidel / you blaspheme in thus 
prying into God’s secrets.” &c. This sometimes has 
the effect to secure the man from these interrogations ; 
for, as we said before, superstition is not easily over- 
come, and a man that is cursed by it, has awful ideas 
of the effects of anathemas. Can any thing be more ri- 
diculous than these things? If so, we wish some one 
would take the trouble to inform us what, for really 
we know of nothing that can even compare with them. 

Plain Truth. 
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Arminians contend that God has done all that he 
can do for man’s salvation, consistently with the agen- 
cy which he has given him. He has sent his son into 
, the world ; he has proyided means by which they may 
‘be saved if they will, Uf man finally is lost, the fault 





had it not been for the lime and stone bestowed by this | 


Concerning the Prayers of Arminians. 
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will be his own ; and it will be one of his bitterest Te- 
fiections in hell, that he might have been sayed if he 
pleased ; that God did all for his salvation that he 
could do consistently with his own divine character 
and his creatures’ agency. * 

Now when Arminians pray for a revival of religion, 
|the spread of the gospel, or the salvation of man, they 
‘always prayto God. Why should they do this, if they 
| believe asthey say they do? Is it consistent with 
| their doctrine? Do they really think that God wilt 
hes any more to promote those things for which they 
pray, than he already has done? If they do, why do 
they say to the contrary? If they do not, why should 
they pray tohim? Their prayers should be directed 
to the source from whence alone they can expect an 
answer. If they believe that the creature must do all 
that now remains to be done to accomplish his salya- 
tion, they should pray to the creature, and not to God, 
What should we think of a man who, after Voluntarily 
confessing, and strenuously contendiag too, that the 
governor of the state had done every thing he conld 
or ought to do for the ransom of some citizens who 
were in slavery, were stifl to petition him, eight or ten 
times a day to rausom,these citizens? We should im- 
pute his misconduct either to fatality or impudence.- 
And yet men of reason and learning are continually 
‘imploring Ged ‘to do that which they not only say he 
will nei da, but which they say he oughi not to do.—~ 
Let Arminians think of these things. 


RICHARDS, 
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ROCK HONEY. 
“ He made him to suck honey out of the rock.” 

Deut. xxxii. 12. 
Suck honey from . rock ! How could this possibly be 
done? In South Africa, the bees have the habit of 
depositing, or plastering their honey on the surface of 
rocks in clifis; which, for its protection, they cover 
with a layer of dark colored wax. This, by exposure 
to the weather, becomes hard, and of a color which 
cannot be distinguished from rock itself. Suppose a 
person making an incision in this outside coat of wax ; 
by applying his mouth to it, he would easily succeed 
in sucking out plenty of honey. ‘To a person viewing 
him from a little distance, and observing some of the 
honey dropping from his chin, he would seem to be 

sucking honey from the flinty rock. 
Ree. J. Conmpbell, 
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i'r OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


Are reminded that the time allowed to pay in advance 
for the Magasine, is nearly expired ; and the pubiish- 
ers give this notice, that those who wish to avail them- 
selves of the deduction of 50 cenis, may have an «) pe 


tunity to attend to tt previously to the 20th instant. 


NOTICF. 

All persons to whom proposals were sent for publish- 
ing Mr. Belfours work, are requested to return them 
immediately, to Mr. S. Ethridge the publisher, Cha:!s 
town, who intends putting it to the press a corting to 
agreement. Printers favorable to the work, will con- 
fer a favor, by giving this notice an insertion. 
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OR Sale at this Office, the Universalists’) HYMN 

BOOK: a new Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 
for the use of the Universalist Societies —By Hosea 
Ballou and Edward Turner. 








| Arse, a few copies of a Treatise on Atonement; in 
iwhich, the Infinite nature of sin is argued, its cause 
and consequences as such; the necessity and nature 
of Atonement; and its giorious consequences. in the 


| Final Reconciliation of all Men te Holiness ond Lappe 
|nese.—-PBy Hosea Callon, pastor of the 2d Universalist 
| Society in this city. 
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